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Novel Second-Order Dual-Mode Dual-Band Filters
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Abstract—This paper presents a novel approach for designing
dual-mode dual-band bandpass filters using capacitance loaded
square loop resonators (CLSLR). The CLSLR features compactness and spurious response suppression because of the loaded capacitance. A dual-band response is obtained via an extremely large
perturbation in a single resonator and second-order dual-mode
dual-band filters are realized by a new cascading principle. Coupling coefficients between two resonators in both bands can be controlled independently and external quality factors are also controlled by a particularly-designed coplanar waveguide (CPW) feed
line. Three types of filters are designed to validate the analysis.
They are direct coupling dual-mode dual-band filter, source-load
coupling dual-mode dual-band filter with a better band-to-band
isolation and CPW-feed dual-mode dual-band filter with a wider
bandwidth. Measured results show good agreement with the design specifications.
Index Terms—Dual band, dual mode, microstrip filter, square
loop.

I. INTRODUCTION

T

HERE is a growing need for dual-band operation for RF
devices. Several dual-band BPFs that have features of
compactness, good passband, and out-of-band performances
have been developed via dual-mode resonators such as microstrip patches and square loops with perturbation [1]–[6].
However, most of the proposed dual-mode dual-band BPFs
are realized by two nested dual-mode resonators with different
sizes [1]–[3] or by multilayer structures [4]–[6].
Several dual-mode resonators have been proposed. In [7], a
new capacitively stepped impedance resonator is proposed, and
another capacitively loaded square loop resonator is proposed
in [8]. Using this kind of design, spurious response suppression and size reduction is realized. In [9] and [10], a crossslot is added to increase the current transmission path, and the
resonator is miniaturized. Conventional perturbation is used to
stimulate the degenerate modes [1]–[6], [11], [12], but the two
modes are within a single passband. In [4], [13], and [14], many
ways for cascading two resonators are introduced and bandpass
filters are proposed. However, the cascaded resonators are used
to form only one passband. Conventional gap-coupled feeding
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structure for dual-mode resonators obtains a weak coupling or
a high external quality factor
within a limited range.
Therefore, only narrowband filters can be designed. A novel
coplanar waveguide (CPW) feeding structure is introduced in
[1]. The feeding structure results in a wide range of external
quality factors and increases the design freedom.
First in this paper, a novel capacitance loaded square loop resonator (CLSLR) with spurious response suppression and size
reduction is proposed. A large inner patch perturbation is designed to split the degenerate modes far away from each other so
as to form two passbands. This conception is the first to be proposed. Two identical CLSLRs are cascaded by a method based
on the principle of mirror which makes it possible to control
the coupling strength between the two resonators in each passband independently. A CPW feed structure is explored to obtain
a wider band filter. The external quality factors that are fit for
both bands are realized via particularly-designed feed line.
This paper is organized as follows. Section II characterizes
the proposed novel CLSLR. The way that two resonators are
cascaded is demonstrated in Section III. In Section IV, three
types of dual-mode dual-band filters are designed. They are direct coupling Filter I, source-load coupling Filter II, and CPWfeed Filter III. Finally, a conclusion is drawn in Section V.
II. CHARACTERISTICS OF CAPACITANCE LOADED SQUARE
LOOP RESONATOR
Fig. 1(a) depicts the proposed novel dual-mode resonator.
Compared with conventional square loop dual-mode resonator,
this CLSLR has four arrow-shaped patches that are attached to
the outer corners of the square loop. They can act as four capacitors. Because of the loaded capacitance, the CLSLR has
spurious response suppression [8]. In addition, the application
of the arrow-shaped capacitance significantly increases the current transmission path at the outer corners of the loop resonator,
which effectively reduces the resonance frequency and the size
of the resonator. Besides, there is another important feature of
the special designed patch that will be described in Section III.
The composite transmission line model of the CLSLR is
shown in Fig. 1(b). It is composed of two branches in parallel,
the upper one and the lower one. The loaded capacitance
,
attached to each outer corner of the loop is equivalent to
. The characand the perturbation patch is equivalent to
teristic impedance of the transmission line in each side of
, and its electronic length is
.
is
the square loop is
the input and output coupling capacitance. In order to mainis changed to
tain the symmetry of the circuit,
in the upper branch, and
is
in the lower branch.
changed to
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Fig. 2. Simulated S-parameters of the proposed CLSLR. Out-of-band performance is plotted in inset from 1 to 5 GHz.

Fig. 1. (a) Configuration of the proposed capacitance loaded square loop resonator (CLSLR). (b) Composite transmission line model.

The circuit model in Fig. 1(b) can be analyzed using
even–odd-mode analysis. The even-mode circuit is achieved
by adding a magnetic wall along the symmetrical plane which
can be seen as an open circuit. Since the equivalent circuit is in
a shunt configuration, its input admittance
from Port1
is derived as follows:
(1a)
where
(1b)
(1c)
(1d)
The odd-mode circuit is achieved by adding an electric wall
along the symmetrical plane which can be seen as a short circuit.
Its input admittance
from Port1 is derived as (2a)–(2d):
(2a)
where
(2b)
(2c)
(2d)

The square loop will resonate when its input admittance
equals to zero, which is expressed as
for even
mode and
for odd mode.
It should be mentioned that (1a)–(1d) and (2a)–(2d) show
that the perturbation
affects the even-mode resonance frequency but has no relationship with the odd-mode one. Fig. 3(b)
shows the resonance frequencies of the even mode and odd
mode against perturbation size . The reason that the odd-mode
resonance frequency has a minor change is that the length of the
transmission line adjacent to the perturbation patch is disturbed
when the perturbation size changes.
Simulation of the CLSLR is done by the commercial simulator Zeland IE3D, and the result is presented in Fig. 2. It shows
that the first and second spurious respond are suppressed under
20 dB.
It is known that two degenerate modes with a 90 phase offset
are stimulated when a perturbation is added in the symmetrical plane of a loop resonator. Conventionally, the perturbation
size is relatively small so that the two modes couple with each
other through the perturbation to form one passband. What if the
size of the perturbation increases to an extremely large value?
Fig. 3(a) shows simulated S21 with different perturbation size.
Fig. 3(b) shows the resonance frequencies of even mode and
odd mode against the perturbation size . The odd mode (hereinafter low mode) changes within a small range, but the even
mode (hereinafter, high mode) changes rapidly. If the perturbation size is large enough to split the two modes far away from
each other to form two passbands that we need, a second-order
dual-mode dual-band bandpass filter will be achieved via cascading two resonators. This conception is rarely proposed before.
III. COUPLING PROPERTIES OF DUAL-MODE
DUAL-BAND FILTER
The key point in designing dual-band filters is to meet coupling coefficients of both passbands, especially for dual-mode
filters. A method for controlling coupling strength of the two
pairs of modes completely and independently is proposed in this
paper.
Resonance frequencies of two degenerate modes in a resonator have a 90 phase offset, which is the same as their electronic fields or current distributions. Fig. 4 shows the average
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Fig. 5. Sketch map of the mirror principle. (Solid arrow shows the main electronic field of high mode. Dashed arrow shows the main electronic field of low
mode.)

Fig. 3. (a) Simulated S-parameter with different perturbation size (
2.5
7.5 mm,
10 mm, and
12.5 mm). (b) Resonance frequencies
mm,
of odd mode and even mode against perturbation size .

Fig. 4. Average current distribution of CLSLR with a large enough perturbation
12.5 mm. (a) Low-mode resonance frequency of 1.735 GHz. (b) Highsize
mode resonance frequency of 2.28 GHz.

current distribution of CLSLR with an extremely large perturbation size. The average currents of the low mode and the high
mode are distributed along the two vertical diagonals, respectively, especially at the corners. If two resonators are cascaded,
the corners where the currents of the high modes/low modes are
distributed should be close to each other.
Dual-mode resonators are cascaded in many ways because
of the various locations of perturbation and feed line. However,
there is no effective way that can control the coupling strength
of low modes and high modes between two resonators, respectively. The mirror principle will be used to cascade two CLSLRs
in this paper for a dual-mode dual-band filter.
A sketch map of the principle is shown in Fig. 5 to illustrate
how the two resonators are cascaded. Main currents of high
modes in the two resonators are distributed at corner
and

corner , respectively, and the main currents of the low modes
are distributed at corner and corner . Then, the two pairs of
modes can couple through the gap between the two resonators,
respectively. Because of the open space between corner and
corner or corner and corner , the two pairs of modes are
able to couple effectively and do not disturb each other. This is
another important feature of the special designed patches that
attached to the outer corners of the square loop.
This principle will be validated by the model shown in
Fig. 6(a). Fig. 6(b) shows the topology of the dual-mode
dual-band filter. In order to decrease the effect of input–output
on the coupling coefficients between the two resonators, a weak
input–output feed is used in this filter. Because the distance
between the two resonators will affects the high-mode and
low-mode coupling coefficients at the same time, must be
adjusted to a suitable distance and then remains unchanged for
a fixed low-mode coupling coefficient. Then, a transmission
line segment (hereinafter coupled line) is added along corner
and corner . It is utilized to control high-mode coupling
coefficient by adjusting .
Fig. 7 shows the simulation result when
0.5 mm. Fig. 7(a)
visually displays the changes of coupling strength when
0.5, 2.5, and 5 mm, while Fig. 7(b) depicts how the low-mode
and high-mode coupling coefficients vary with the length of
. The change of will not affect the low-mode coupling coefficient, but it can affect the high-mode coefficient. It proves
that there is no interaction between the low-mode coupling and
high-mode coupling if the two CLSLRs are cascaded in this
way. Therefore, the coupling strength of the two pairs of modes
can be controlled independently.
Vice versa, adjust to a suitable distance and keep it unchanged for a fixed high modes coupling coefficient and add a
coupled line along corner and corner to control low-mode
coupling coefficient by adjusting . However, the difficulty is
that the location of the coupled line has been taken by the external feed line, but it can be overcome by the CPW feed, which
will be used in the next section.
IV. DESIGN OF DUAL-MODE DUAL-BAND FILTERS
This section will show three design examples of secondorder dual-mode dual-band filters based on the above method.
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TABLE I
DESIGN SPECIFICATIONS OF FILTER I

Fig. 8. Configuration of the proposed direct coupling second-order dual-mode
15 mm,
10.3 mm,
dual-band Filter I. Dimensions of Filter I are
2.5 mm,
12.5 mm,
1 mm,
0.9 mm,
2.7 mm,
0.4 mm,
0.1 mm,
8.8 mm,
3.4 mm (
mm).

Fig. 6. (a) Configuration of two cascaded CLLDRs. (b) Topology of the dualmode dual-band filter.

Fig. 9. (a) Photograph of the fabricated Filter I. (b) Simulated and measured
results of Filter I.
Fig. 7. (a) Simulated S21 parameter of cascaded CLSLRs with different
(
0.5, 1.5, and 5 mm). (b) Calculated coupling coefficients of high modes
and low modes against .

coefficients and external
using equations as (3b).

can be computed from matrix

A. Direct Coupling Dual-Mode Dual-Band Filter I
Design specifications of the filter are shown in Table I. A
lot of work has been done on filter synthesis in [15]. Coupling
matrix is used in designing filters.
The
ideal coupling matrix
of the first passband
and second passband is derived as (3a). The actual coupling

(3a)
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Fig. 10. (a) Configuration of Filter II. The dimensions are

10.2 mm,
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1.3 mm. Other dimensions are the same as Filter I. (b) Topology of Filter II.

TABLE II
DESIGN SPECIFICATIONS OF FILTER III

that the design specification is well satisfied. The measured result of the fabricated filter has a good agreement with the simulation response. The measured band-to-band isolation is better
than 25 dB at 2.1 GHz.
B. Source-Load Coupling Dual-Mode Dual-Band Filter II

Fig. 11. (a) Photograph of the fabricated Filter II. (b) Simulated and measured
results of Filter II.

(3b)
Then, the coupling coefficients and
of the two passbands
are
for passband one, and
for passband two.
The configuration and dimensions of the proposed secondorder dual-mode dual-band bandpass Filter I are shown in Fig. 8.
The length of must first be confirmed for the coupling coefficient 0.0224 of the first band and then a coupled line must be
added to adjust the coupling coefficient of the second band. Coincidentally, the coupling coefficient of the second passband fits
well without the coupled line. Fig. 9(a) shows the photograph
of the fabricated dual-mode dual-band filter, and the simulated
and measured results are illustrated in Fig. 9(b), which shows

Direct coupling bandpass filters have a relatively poor out-ofband rejection without transmission zeros. A source-load coupling dual-mode dual-band filter is designed for a better out-ofband rejection and band-to-band isolation.
Filter II has the same design specifications as Filter I, and
its configuration and topology are shown in Fig. 10. Fig. 11(a)
shows the photograph of the fabricated Filter II, and the simulated and measured results are illustrated in Fig. 11(b). Two
transmission zeros are brought in between the first and second
band at 1.98 and 2.15 GHz, and one is brought in at 1.7 GHz in
the simulation. The measured transmission zeros are at 1.7, 2.05,
and 2.15 GHz. The measured band-to-band isolation is better
than 50 dB at 2.1 GHz.
C. CPW-Feed Dual-Mode Dual-Band Filter III
Filters that are fed by gap-coupling like Filter I and Filter II
have a weak coupling strength or high external quality factor
within a limited range usually no lower about 50 [1]. However, the CPW-feed can effectively decrease the value of
and
increase the design freedom.
Design specifications of the CPW-feed filter are shown in
Table II. The ideal coupling matrix of the first passband and
second passband is derived as follows:
(4)

The coupling coefficients and
derived from (3b):
band one, and
two.

of the two passbands can be
for passfor passband
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Fig. 14. Configuration of the CPW-feed dual-mode dual-band Filter III. (a)
mm,
mm,
Top view (b) Bottom view. The dimensions are
mm,
mm,
mm,
mm,
mm,
mm,
mm. Other dimensions of CLSLR are the same as Filter
I.

Fig. 12. Configuration of the CPW-feed structure. (a) Top view (b) Bottom
2.4 mm,
12.5 mm,
1.2 mm,
4.8
view. The dimensions are
3 mm,
0.5 mm,
1.5 mm. Other dimensions of CLSLR are
mm,
the same as Filter I.

Fig. 15. Photographs of the fabricated CPW-feed dual-mode dual-band Filter
III. (a) Top view. (b) Bottom view.

Fig. 13.

factors of the two passbands against the length of

.

The external quality factors in this dual-band filter are 12 and
17. Since the gap-coupling feed cannot satisfy them, the CPWfeed structure will be used. It is important to control both the
external quality factors of the two passbands. Filters in the form
of nested resonators have been proposed before [2], [3], and
both external quality factors can be controlled by CPW-feed.
However, no solutions have been given in the case of a single
resonator. A method is proposed in this paper to control both
external quality factors in the case of a single resonator.
The CPW-feed structure is shown in Fig. 12. There are two
branches in the end of the feed line. It has been analyzed in
Section III that the main currents of the high mode and low mode
are distributed in different corners, so the area of the left branch
and right branch has a different effect on the external quality
factors of the two passbands. In order to show how the two
branches affect the external quality factors, the area of the right
branch is fixed, and the area of the left branch will be changed.
To be simple, Fig. 13 just shows the external quality factors
against the width of , while keeps constant and equals to
3.5 mm. It is obvious that the external quality factor of
the second passband changes quickly with different , while
the external quality factor of the first passband almost keeps unchanged. If and are adjusted simultaneously, a wider range
of will be achieved. Therefore, if the area of the two branches
is proper, the needed external quality factors of the two passbands will be obtained.

Fig. 16. Simulated and measured results of Filter III.
TABLE III
COMPARISON OF THE THREE FILTERS

The configuration of the CPW-feed dual-mode dual-band
Filter III is shown in Fig. 14. The photographs of the fabricated
filter are shown Fig. 15, and the simulated and measured results
are illustrated in Fig. 16, which shows that the design specification is well satisfied. The measured result of the fabricated filter
has a good agreement with the simulation response. The measured band-to-band isolation is better than 20 dB at 2.4 GHz.
The comparison of the three filters is presented in Table III.
V. CONCLUSION
In this paper, a novel dual-mode resonator is proposed, and
a new approach has been presented to design dual-mode dual-
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band filters via cascading two resonators. The coupling coefficients and external quality factors in both bands can be controlled independently. Three dual-mode dual-band filters are design for validating the analysis. The source-load coupling filter
has a better out-of-band rejection and band-to-band isolation
compared with the direct coupling filter. The CPW-feed filter
has a wider band and a greater design freedom. Better performances may be realized by multi-order filters. The measured
results agree well with the simulation.
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